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Government and Labour slammed
for fuel tax pledges
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Nedson's Green Party candidate says commiiments nal 14 radse feel tax represent “the
politics of fear”.

The plicges would “bleed infrostrociure funds dry, and leave the country “hehalden™
10 the Tossil fuel industry, Rohan Cielll Stevens sakd

The Matkonal-led coalition Govesnment on Moenday scrapped the fuel excise increase
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The Lafsiur Party sakdd i wouldat raise the tax ot all in the aext Parliamentary term.
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More kool stores from the Nelson Mail -

(el Stevens made the comments al a question and answer sesston with Nelson
palitical candsdates at the dy’s Electrily Selson Expo on Sawrday,

Labsour candidate Netoon MP Hachel Bovack sabd increasing the
st paid workes
dulficult propositien” durkg a cost-of living crisis

oo of perol for the
<, who couldn't affisrd o switch o an eleciric vehicle was =a really

"W cho meed 1o think alsout that solo aum, warking a part tme job, wis irying o
put fuel in the car every week and what a fued increase woudd do ta her®

sod anargy poliies ot a pa
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Mational candidate Blalr Cameron said increases in the price of petrol and diesel
brongght about by a war started by Donald Trumg - had leiomany Gamilies stropgling.

=W don't want (o gt exie pressune on Gmilies”

anelll Stevens salf there were better ways to supspirt Famidlies struggling with high
wosis than Fossil fuel subsidies

“We can be putting money disecily in those people’s pockeds.

“ies akse pedithcs of fear tosay iag actually we
an industry that is showly killing us"

R 1o continus to be biholden w

The fuel tasc. which isused (o upgrade anvd malntain roads and public and active
trnspeort networks, was Last ratsed in 2020,

Cameron sakl his biggest pricrity for ransport inthe reglon was the Hope Bypass,
which would redoece congestion and unlaCk economic growth.

Bovack said the Hope Bypass was now "on the backbarrmer”, and immediate
nvestment wis necded 10 case comgestion kn the area

Labour would cap weekly transport fares for people travelling by bus in the Nelson
region o SH0, she sadd.

Cpportunity Party candidate fodie kuntesch said poblic transport should be nee,

Over 810 peaple attended the wrily Nelson expo, with 7% plansing to install or
Bet gquedes for solar pewer within six months, organdsers sald,

ACT S Chris Baillie saih subsidies for peopde (o swilch (o solar werent ncoeasan, with

changes o the Resource Monagenent Act due to make the process casier,

Cameron sabd National's offer of bow -interest, long- term loans repabd through rates
for homeowners wanting to switch, represented salue for money, with 2$7m
nvestment.

Baoyack sadd more money needed o be spent an renewabile energy (o baost resiience
atd euainy: Labour would help renters by offering subsidies for plug in solar for bow
and middle income camers, and suppon community baterkes, ina $160m policy paid
for by ropurpesing the government's Gas Security of Supply fund

Kuntesch said the country™s atmmdant renewabile enengy had o be harmessed so
eneny generation capacity could be tripled by 2050, using the $500m annual
ringlenced dividend reveni Inoam the Governinenls cwnership stake in the

Bendalkers

ONelll Stevens said urgent action was needed 10 replace a *broken” enersy system
with gme that built renewable generation,
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