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Event aims to help ‘electrify’ region
Katy Jones | Melson Measl "P gy Lk
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Househohls and husincsses can vy thowsands of dollars on saasng cnsergy hills by
switching 1o rocdiep selar. potentially boosting the comnery’s desperalely-needed
choctnicity supply; sear expons said

Peopde coulld find cut Mo abolll polenilsd saving and other wais io power their
homes and vehicles with clecoriciey at o frss ol -a- kindd commaminy cvend In Nelson
supperied by dectificaton advicacy prganisation, Kewiring Amearos

The chariy's CEC bilke Crsey saud people who swiched 1o rociiop solar currenaly
stood o swve more than SI00K net 3 year on theer clecricen bl wherever they
Ined.

“We'Te e an @ poens wiherne solar finance on 3 mongape m New fealand 15 abou a
quarter of the price af gnd clectrony”

Rovard demand for clectriciny this week saw power companics burn coal and dipsc
for exira clecerichty BondTailion, 48 cold anil winddiess wealher lefl the power gk
withawr 3 required butier of supply

Hesed s among the cloaricity system’s mast expensive and greenhouse gas
EmEshons-niensve fonms ol generaton.

et Ngares showed porwer prtoes up 1256 on 4 vear ago, with the secior cnmg
HmproVEments m e elecincy network and ALY pressunes.
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Casey satd adopting renewabde, roofing salar would soon beoome casier or more
Kiwis, with @ ramge of poliiscal panibes recemly announcing policees destgned
Tomave Wpdront costs for home solar mstallansons.

Homeowners with mortgaspes meaniene didn’t need 1o walt, with low - interes “green
loans™ avatlabde from hanks for upfront coss ke pancls and baneries; technolopy
that had beon subjoct 1o “massive INcreases n efiioenoes”. he said

With Inlerest fates of 0% ar 1%, sivings on power bills olien covered the loan
FepavmenL

Teowecholds that switched 1o rooflop <olar often clectrdicd other belongings Wke heat
pAumgs, Nart WALET Isedt U and iluction conkbeps, sabd Cascy, wiese Otago
cherry orchand ran of solar enemgy

“Eecause why would you use somean cle’s enengy when vos can e your owi”

Tha cost of inmt my has dropped, with politicians committing ta maks
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Casey sald homes. farms and businesses that adopred roofiop solar dud “that bit o
help ous with the nieed to generate so mach nsore clectrscn” in Aolearna, e
poaer (Tomm grid-1hed ssems went back into the grid

The country ieeded arcund 25% to 3% mare elecincity generatian 1o clectrfy all the
wichicles en the couniry alane, he sabd.

wew Fealand was far bohind upiake of resideniial mofiop sedar In Ausiratia, whese the
praciice wis aubsdised, Caiey sud

while thero were arguments for and agains: subsifies, thev accolorated adopiion, he
sk

The mare homes that had rocdtop solar. the lower the cost of the technology as
compeation moncased, he said,

“The nEmber ong Teason peapic In Ausiralia mstall solar is becasse (heir noighbours
don

Elecurfy Nelson's Adam Brerwed] said maore than half of New Zealand's encrgy came
fromm Emporiod fossi fucls, for 1hings like ndustrial heating and transport, leaving the
ciminiry viilmerabile (o price and supply dhicks (rom global events [Eke the [Fan was.

Tive most afferdahle wirce of energy I the Ainre wonkl Be elecimcty from
rencwabie souroe, most Bkely from people’s roaftops, the regonal bead for the
VORIIEET organisaten said.

“The extraciiom and distributicon of foedl fvelt is only golng to get more expensive,”
Burwell, business development manager ¥ lecal solar compary, Cureem Goneration
=i

Tlse eepion's residents cotild find ot mone about clecinifying thilr hanses, busticises
and transport from mdusery beaders and bocal basinesses a (he frst Elecindy helson
l'!CFIﬂ st month,

Argurid 305108, Ive demonsITarions, a vasey of speakers and idod trocks were
expecied ai the free- admasgon event hosied by local chariiable trest, Businesses for
Clamabe Action at the Annesbrook Event Contre on Sanerday, Augusi 259
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